
Academic Magnet High School
Advanced Placement English Literature and Composition

Reading/Writing Assignments -- Summer 2021

Welcome to AP English Literature! You have several assignments to work on this summer in
preparation for our coursework. Read the instructions on this paper carefully. We have chosen these
assignments to get you excited about the reading we will do throughout the year and to provide a
baseline for the skills you will hone in this class. Be prepared. Enjoy!

Ms. Larissa Bortz (larissa_bortz@charleston.k12.sc.us)
Ms. Mary Catherine Lankford (mary_lankford@charleston.k12.sc.us)
Ms. Melissa Shifflette (melissa_shifflette@charleston.k12.sc.us)

Assignment 1: Purchase a book for use during the school year
Purchase How to Read Literature Like a Professor: A Lively and Entertaining Guide to Reading
Between the Lines by Thomas C. Foster – 2014 edition. You may purchase a used copy from
Amazon.com, but be sure you purchase the revised, 2014 edition. You may also want to look at
Mr. K’s Books.

Assignment 2: Novel & Interactive Notebook assignments
Choose one of the following novels to read and complete a total of three (3) Interactive
Notebooks for your novel.  To complete this assignment, separate your novel into 3 relatively equal
reading “chunks” of approximately the same number of pages.  Then, for each “chunk” of reading that
will span multiple chapters, complete an Interactive notebook as you read the chapters. Read the
instructions to each section of the Interactive Notebook before you start to read your novel.  You will
lose points if you do not follow instructions carefully.

Key points for success in this assignment:
This assignment is an exercise in conciseness and brevity.  For each reading “chunk,” you will make a
judgement as you read about:

a) What constitutes the MOST important plot points for the chapters (no more than 3 for
each notebook)

b) What element of setting seems important and why
c) What example of figurative language is interesting and why
d) Questions you have when you finish the chapters
e) What quotation seems most important and why
f) Which plot point is the most significant to that reading “chunk” and why

2) Do not consult outside sources or help for this assignment.
3) Aim to complete the notebook AS YOU READ your chapters. Saving this assignment until the

end of the summer or well after you read the novel will diminish the impact of this
assignment and will create more work for yourself.

Book Selection List
Americanah by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie
Oryx and Crake by Margaret Atwood
All the Light We Cannot See by Anthony Dooer
The Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien

Link for Interactive Notebook Template - Google Docs Version
Link for Interactive Notebook Template - PDF Version
Due: first day of school

Novel Assignment: Significant Words
Choose ten important words from your book that the reader should pay close attention to and
understand while reading. Your choices should come from multiple chapters throughout the novel
and be words of special importance in the story. Type your list of words and include the chapter and
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page number where you find them. Define words you do not know. We will use your list of words on
the first day of school. Note: you do not need to list the page number for every instance your word
appears in the novel. Choose the BEST instance only.
Due: first day of school

Assignment 3: Clint Smith Counting Descent poetry collection analysis
Read and annotate all of the poems in Clint Smith’s poetry collection, Counting Descent. You will need
a physical copy of the book for this assignment (no Ebooks accepted).  You should aim to read
approximately 5 poems at a time, annotating as you read.  Don’t save this assignment for the last
minute, as you will NOT be able to successfully analyze an entire book of poetry in 2-3 nights.

As you annotate each poem, here are some elements that may seem worthy of annotation, but note
that not all will apply to every poem in your collection:

● What is the poem about?
● Define unknown words.
● Consider structure – couplets, tercets, prose, other? Also any use of italics.
● Unique or surprising images – what do they convey to you?
● Line breaks – end-stopped vs enjambed lines, caesura, punctuation
● What else? Figurative language, word play, title significance, POV, shift

After reading the collection in its entirety, answer the following questions. Each response should be a
typed, solid, well-written paragraph. Remember to label your paper with a proper MLA header and
proofread your response!  And note: you should NOT consult any outside sources or help (including
your classmates) to answer any of these questions. This is independent work. You will be required to
upload your answers to turnitin.com.

1. What poem did you connect with most and why?
2. Consider the title of your collection.  If it is taken from a poem in the collection, what makes

the ideal title poem for the collection? If it is not taken from a poem, why is the title a fitting
selection for the collection?

3. What makes the final poem in your collection the ideal resolution to this collection?

Due: First day of school

On the first day of class, bring the following:
❑ Annotated poetry collection
❑ Poetry Collection Answers (typed & printed)
❑ Your choice novel (ebooks are fine)
❑ Your Interactive Notebooks (3) (digital copy is fine)
❑ Choice Novel Significant Words (typed and printed)
❑ How to Read Literature Like a Professor
❑ Prepare for quiz on novels on the first day of class
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